
THE STORY BEHIND THE BOOK  
EVERY LITTLE SOUTH AFRICAN GIRL SHOULD READ 

 

 
It’s delightful, it’s enlightening, it’s empowering, and most of all, it’s beautifully South African. 
Children all over the country have come to love five-year-old Bongi, “one of the bravest girls 
ever”, in the illustrated children’s book Hello! My Name is Bongi. 
 
Bongi is the divinely brave heroine who has readers (both young and old) smiling from the 
very centre of their hearts as she adventures her way around her Gogo’s farm with her big 
cousins in rural KwaZulu-Natal. And who wouldn’t love a girl so special that her birth was 
celebrated by the entire village? It’s a ceremony usually reserved for boys in traditional Zulu 
culture … but Bongi is a girl who triumphs. 
 
Published by Ndalo Media Books, written by Makhosazana De Wette Dludla, and illustrated 
by Siyamthemba Bobotyana, Bongi’s story is an indelibly rich journey of self-discovery that 
leaves young readers with a sense of power. 
 
Partly autobiographical, the book is inspired the author’s own early childhood. Before she 
moved to New York with her father at the age of 13, De Wette Dludla was raised in a small 
village in KwaMagwaza amongst the never-ending rolling hills of KwaZulu-Natal, and just like 
Bongi, she was celebrated as a girl child and grew up immersed in adventure with her big 
cousins on her grandparents’ farm. 



 
“That portion of my life was so magical.” De Wette Dludla says, “If I could bottle that period 
of my life, I would. I will never forget the fun-loving sun falling warmly on my skin, the wet 
dew under my feet, or the adventures I had with my cousins. And I wanted to share those 
moments with children across the globe. All children deserve to feel that sense of freedom, 
love, adventure and sense of innocence that I felt then. It was also vital that I share a life 
perspective from a child who grew up in a world of a Zulu culture that had gender equality. 
The older I get, the more I have come to treasure that culture.” 
 
She adds, “You cannot put a price on the preservation of your culture; and it broke my heart 
to see some black children around South Africa unable to speak their own home language, 
and most having no idea of their own clan names.” 
 
Khanyi Dhlomo Founder and CEO of Ndalo Media Books says, “Our platform is committed 
to showcasing African excellence and to ignite a greater love for our unique heritage. Hello! 
My Name is Bongi is a bold, beautiful and powerful celebration of exactly that.” 
 
De Wette Dludla says her life was truly transformed the day she found out that Ndlalo Media 
Books was interested in publishing her book. Up until then, she had been rejected by 
publishers all over the country. 
 
Hello! My Name is Bongi is a story that has been fluttering in De Wette Dludla’s heart for 
most of her life, but it was when her niece was born that she felt compelled to finish the story. 
She wanted her niece to learn about her clan name. She wanted all little girls and boys to be 
curious about theirs. She wanted to share a new narrative, to reintroduce Zulu culture to 
children who are forgetting their roots, and to bring the bounteous expression of the rural 
outdoors to children cooped up in an electronic age. 
 
And Bongi was just the girl to do that. Bongi’s voice is a representation of the girl child who 
holds the strength of self-belief; she is the voice of the universal child, one that at readings 
visibly inspires small black children, and black girls in particular, towards greatness. All races 
and cultures can now appreciate that little black girls can be anything that they want to be, 
and little black girls gain much power from seeing themselves on the cover of books – 
especially books that are local and familiar like this exquisitely created gem.  
 
Coming from a long line of strong, wise and inspiring women herself, De Wette Dludla 
dedicated the book to her grandmother and named the hero of her story after the ”hero of 
her life”, her late mother Bongiwe, a name that means to “give thanks”. Their values, and 
those of her grandfather too, are what gives this children’s book author her strength to this 
day.  
 
A heavyweight in the Cape Town media industry, De Wette Dludla’s love of storytelling grew 
from the days when her grandmother listened to stories on what was then called Radio Zulu. 
De Wette Dludla  smiles fondly as she recalls how she and her cousins eagerly gathered 
around her grandmother on their grass mats in her hut and to listen to “the best stories ever!” 



 
Hello! My Name is Bongi is De Wette Dludla’s first book and she promises a sequel soon, 
revealing only that Bongi will find herself in the starring role again. 
 
In the meanwhile Hello! My Name is Bongi is available in hardback and ebook versions on 
takelot.com, at Wordsworth Books, Exclusive Books, and on ethnikids.co.za. 
 
It truly is an unforgettable journey and a beautiful awakening of self every little girl in South 
Africa should read … and a telling insight into the woman who never gave up. 
 
Written for Ndalo Media Books 


