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Makhosazana (“Makhosi”) De Wette Dludla, the author of the illustrated children’s book 
Hello! My Name is Bongi, believes it is her destiny to restore the values from the rural world 
she once walked as a little girl. 
 
Before she moved to New York with her father at the age of 13, Makhosi was raised in a 
small village in KwaMagwaza amongst the never-ending rolling hills of KwaZulu-Natal. It was 
there that she immersed herself in adventure with her big cousins on her grandparents’ farm. 
It was a time that she recalls as being the safest and most beautiful of her life.  
 
It also became the inspiration and the setting of her first book Hello! My Name is Bongi. 
Partly autobiographical, the book is a journey of self-discovery, an awakening of self-belief, 
and a rich portrait of Zulu culture and life in rural KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
Although this story had fluttered in her heart for most of her life, her journey to becoming a 
published author was not an easy one. After a particularly severe Bipolar episode in the wake 
of her mother’s terminal cancer diagnosis in 2000 and six electric shock treatments later, 
Makhosi had to learn how to speak and walk again. It was writing that helped her find her 
own voice and gave her what she calls “a second chance.”  
 
And after years of banishing self-doubt and receiving rejection letters from publishing houses 
all over the country, the tenacious Makhosi’s life was transformed once again when she found 
out that Ndlalo Media Books was interested in publishing her book about the brave little 
Bongi who adventures her way around her Gogo’s farm. 
 
As a little girl who had acquired the skill of carrying a burdensome bucket of water, Makhosi 
promised her mother that she would free herself from poverty. And now, as a respected name 



in the Cape Town media industry and a published author who named her heroine after her 
late mother and dedicated her first book to her grandmother, Makhosi has more than 
honoured that promise. 
 
Makhosi sees herself as being incredibly privileged to have lived in the spectrum of both truly 
rural and extreme urban, from the streams and hills of Kwamagwaza, to the towering 
buildings of New York City, from soft grass, the smell of the earth and the sound of rain on a 
tin roof to ballet, opera and snow. Makhosi is a woman who synergises the worlds of rhythm 
and melody and can enjoy both tripe and caviar on one plate without any judgements of 
either. 
 
Hello! My name is Bongi is her first fictional children’s story, and her first step towards her 
dream of reconnecting young South Africans with their heritage and inspiring them to dream 
their own dreams. 
 
Makhosi lives with her ever-supportive photographer boyfriend of 25 years. When she isn’t 
fantasising about travelling the world with him, she can be found chasing her two “mad” cats 
around their home.  
 
She is currently working on a sequel to this book, as well as her memoirs. 
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